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of mankind, we can, I believe, find a sound working answer to the question we set out with. All history teaches us that there has been an increasing tendency to remove the restrictions placed by the State on the absolute liberty of its citizeiivS. That is an observed fact which brooks no contradiction. In the dawn of civilisation, we find the bulk of the people in a state of absolute bondage, and even those who supposed themselves to be the independent classes, subject to a most rigorous despotism. Every act from the cradle to the grave must conform to the most savage and exacting laws. Nothing was too sacred or too private for the eye of the State. Take the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians ; we find thorn all in a state of the most complete subjection, to central authority. Probably the code of law best known to us, owing to its adoption as the canvas on which European religion is painted, is the code of the Jewish theocracy. Most of us know something of the drastic and searching rules laid, down in the books of Moses. Therein we find every concern of daily life ruled and regulated, by th .legislature ; how and when people shall wash themselves, what they may eat and what they must avoid, how the food is to be cooked, what clothes may be worn, whom they may marry, and with what rites; while, in addition to this, their religious views are carefully provided for them and also their morals, and in case of transgression, intentional or accidental, the form of expiation to be made. Nor were these laws at all peculiar to the Jews. On the contrary, the laws of some; of the contemporary civilisations seem to have been, if possible, even more exacting and frivolously meddlesome. The Greek and .Roman laws were nothing like the Oriental codes, but still they were far more meddlesome arid despotic than anything we have known, in our day. And even in free and merry England, we have in the olden times put up with an. amount of fussy State-interference.* which would not be tolerate* 1 for a week now-a-days. One or two specimens of early law in this country may bo cited in order to recall the extent and severity of this kind of legislation.
e